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East Blithedale Avenue Rehabilitation Project
What is the East Blithedale Avenue Rehabilitation Project?
This project will rehabilitate aging infrastructure and improve multimodal access to local residential,
school, and business areas along East Blithedale Avenue.
E Blithedale Project Goals:






Repave roadways
Repair damaged curb, gutters, and sidewalks
Replace non-ADA compliant curb ramps
Upgrade existing traffic signals to meet current standards
Improve bicycle and pedestrian mobility and safety

The project limits:
East Blithedale Avenue between Sunnyside Avenue and Tower/Kipling Drive and Ashford Avenue
from Meadow Drive to Lomita Drive.

The project design team has also reviewed the following locations that have been identified as
intersections that need attention. These improvements may be included if budget permits, or will be
addressed by future projects:





Concern for pedestrian safety at the Catalpa Avenue intersection
A desire for intersection improvements at the Hilarita Avenue/Mesa Avenue intersection
Desire to evaluate the traffic signal at the Lomita intersection, to improve the trail user and
pedestrian experience
Intersection improvements to alleviate congestion and improve safety, such as roundabouts
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The total project cost has been estimated at approximately $10 million. The City has secured $3.3
million in funds from Marin County’s Measure A Major Roads Program, Safe Pathway grant, and City
local funds to rehabilitate East Blithedale Avenue from Sunnyside Avenue to US 101 and have
allocated an additional $3.2 million from the Five-year Pavement Maintenance Plan for the project
leaving an anticipated shortfall of $3.5 Million.
Since the project is underfunded, construction will be completed in phases over the next 3-4 years.
The first phase of the project, from Camino Alto to Tower/Kipling Drive, has the highest multimodal
demands and is expected to be in construction in the Summer of 2021. This segment will include
minor widening and restriping the roadway to accomdate for 7’ Class VI bike lanes with protective
barriers.
During the project’s planning and design phases, the City will continue to seek and apply for
additional grant funds for the construction of the project. The City have recentlay applied for the
Quick Strike federal grant and the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) grant, results of our
applications are expected by June 2021. The anticipated timeframe for construction of subsequent
project phases, from Sunnyside Avenue to Camino Alto depends on the availability of funding.

Overall Project Timeline and Activities:

Summer 2020 through Spring 2021:
The City has conducted community engagement activities including meetings with stakeholders,
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC), and a community information meeting to gather
input to inform the Final Design for the project.

Summer 2020 through Winter 2021:
DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755
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Detailed design Plans, Specifications, and Estimates (PS&E) will be prepared for the project. The
design for Phase 1 will be presented to City Council for approval prior to advertising for construction
bids.

Summer 2021 through Fall 2021:
Construction of Phase 1 (Camino Alto to Highway 101) is anticipated to begin in Summer 2021. The
work to rehabilitate the roadway is expected to follow the City’s underground sanitary sewer
improvements completed between Camino Alto and Lomita Drive in summer 2020. It is anticipated
that night work will be needed to complete construction for Phase 1.
The City will conduct additional outreach meetings with the community to review the designs for
each subsequent project phase and to discuss construction strategies and methods to minimize
impacts on residents and the traveling public.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s):
1)
Is the project going to widen E. Blithedale from two to four lanes?
Widening East Blithedale Avenue from 2 to 4 lanes was considered as part of the Traffic and
Congestion Reduction Advisory Task Force in 2016. The Task Force’s recommendation was to not
widen East Blithedale Avenue and instead focus efforts on alternatives to reduce vehicular demand
on the corridor.
Further, the Mobility Element of the Mill Valley General Plan for 2040 states the addition of travel
lanes is physically and financially undesirable and would alter the character of Mill Valley. This
project does not have funding to add travel lanes.
A copy of the Task Force’s Final Report from October 2016 is available here:
https://www.cityofmillvalley.org/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?blobid=24841
The current project does not have the funding or the public support to widen East Blithedale Avenue
for the two-lane segment between Lomita Drive/Roque Moraes Drive and Tower.Drive/Kipling Drive.
Widening the roadway to three of four travel lanes would require a substantial retaining wall in the
hillside south of the road or covering the creek channel on the north side of the road.
The time needed to obtain needed environmental clearance to widen the roadway may lead to further
roadway pavement failure and increased construction costs. The project improvements do not
preclude the widening of East Blithedale Avenue if considered in the future.

2)

Will the project provide complete street improvements?

The project has considered and will implement complete streets improvements. Complete Streets is
a roadway design principle to consider improvements for the benefit of all roadway users, including
drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit riders. The project will install a Class 4 bike lane with
striped buffers and protective barriers in the eastbound direction between Roque Moraes Drive and
DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755
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Kipling Drive. See Figure 1 below for the conceptual cross-section for the new bicycle facilities on
East Blithedale Avenue.
To accommodate bicyclists that choose to ride on East Blithedale Avenue in the westbound direction,
a minimum 4-foot wide shoulder will be provided west of Ashford Drive/Meadow Drive. The
shoulder will be dropped east of the Lomita Drive intersection to preserve existing vehicle lanes at
the intersection that are needed to maintain acceptable traffic operations. Connections to proposed
bicycle facilities at the Highway 101 interchange or east into Tiburon are not included with this
project. The project improvements do not preclude improved connections to new bicycle facilities at
the Highway 101 interchange if they are completed in the future.

Figure 1 - E. Blithedale Section with Planned Eastbound Bike Lane

A Class 4 bike lane (7’ Cycle Track) will be provided in the westbound direction from Tower Drive to
Ashford Drive/Meadow Drive where bikes will be directed to use the existing Class 3 bike route on
Ashford Drive and connect to the Mill Valley-Sausalito Pathway. See Figure 2 below

DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755
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for the conceptual design improvements at East Blithedale Avenue and Ashford Avenue.

Figure 2 - Proposed Bike Lanes on E Blithedale and Slip Lane Closure

3)

Are roundabouts being installed or are other improvements to
intersection operations being considered?

The intersections of East Blithedale Avenue at Camino Alto and Roque Moraes Drive/Lomita Drive
have been evaluated for potential modifications to improve traffic operations, such as roundabouts,
and to increase protection for bicycle and pedestrian crossings. Installation of roundabouts at the
intersections would result in unacceptable traffic operations at both intersections and is not included
with this project.
Intersection signal timings were updated by the City as part of a separate project in 2018 and are not
being changed with this project. Traffic signal operational changes to improve safety for the Mill
Valley-Sausalito Pathway crossing are under evaluation and may be implemented with the project if
feasible.
The implementation of protected intersection (i.e., ‘Dutch Junction’) improvements has been
considered but is not included with the project. Installation of protected intersection elements at
these intersections would require eliminating vehicle lanes on East Blithedale Avenue to add new
bike pathways or bike lanes. A reduction in vehicle lanes would result in unacceptable traffic
operations at both intersections and is not included with this project.
The project includes improvements to the corners at both intersections to improve ADA access,
shorten crossing distances, increase visibility for bikes and pedestrians using the crosswalks, and
slow turning vehicles. In addition, a new bike ramp is proposed at the southwest corner of East
Blithedale Avenue and Roque Moraes Drive to improve bicycle access to the Mill Valley-Sausalito
DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755

INFO SHEET AND FAQ | March 2021

Pathway and provide space for bicyclists to cross at the intersection outside the travel lanes. See
Figure 3 below for the conceptual design improvements at East Blithedale Avenue and Roque Moraes
Drive/Lomita Drive.

Figure 3 - Proposed Pathway Access Improvements at Mill Valley-Sausalito Pathway Crossing

4)

Besides intersection improvements, what other pedestrian safety
and access measures are included?

Throughout the project corridor, existing curb ramps are being replaced, where needed, to meet
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. The project will also widen existing sidewalks
where there is sufficient space available to accommodate ADA clear space requirements around
existing utility poles. Relocation or undergrounding of the overhead utility poles would require the
acquisition of new utility easements and is very costly. Relocation of utility poles to increase
sidewalk clear space is not included with the project.
The project is also considering optional improvements at existing uncontrolled pedestrian crosswalks
at Sunnyside Avenue, Mountain View Avenue, Dell Street, Thalia Street, Catalpa Avenue, and Hilarita
Avenue/Mesa Avenue. Optional improvements include the installation of curb bulb-outs to shorten
crossing distances and improve visibility for pedestrians and adding high visibility crosswalk
DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755
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markings and signage. These improvements are currently not funded and may only be constructed if
additional project funding is obtained.

5)

Besides the bike lanes, what other bike improvements are included?

Besides the new bike lanes between Roque Moraes Drive/Lomita Drive and Highway 101, additional
improvements for bicycles include the installation of Class 3 ‘Sharrows’ on East Blithedale Avenue
between Sunnyside Avenue and Sycamore Avenue. New bike route signage will be provided at the
intersection of East Blithedale Avenue and Sycamore Avenue to direct bicyclists to the designated
bike route along Sycamore Avenue.

6)

Can on-street parking be eliminated to provide for improved
emergency access or new bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

The existing roadway width on East Blithedale Avenue west of Camino Alto is generally 28’ wide as
shown in Figure 4 below. The current roadway width is not sufficient to add Class 2 bike lanes
(minim 5’ wide) on both sides without widening the roadway. The elimination of street parking
along portions of East Blithedale Avenue between Elm Avenue and Camino Alto would not eliminate
the need for people to park and access homes and businesses, forcing them to park on the side streets
which would impact side streets residents parking. Bikes are encouraged to use parallel bike routes
on Sycamore Avenue and Miller Avenue. to improve emergency access and create new Class 2 bike
lanes or multiuse pathways has been considered and is not included in this project.
Mill Valley safety personnel have participated in the community and stakeholders’ meetings and have
not expressed any concern about emergency access on East Blithedale Avenue. Staff will continue to
seek review comments and inputs on the project plans from the Fire and Police departments staff.
Widening the roadway to provide minimum standard bicycle facilities and would substantially
increase project costs and time to implement due to the need to reconstruct existing retaining walls,
steep driveways, acquire right of way, and grade into the front yards for homes along the street. The
pavement rehabilitation work that is currently included with the project will not preclude any plans
to widening the roadway, improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities on East Blithedale Avenue if
considered in the future.

DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755
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Figure 4 - E Blithedale Typical Section from Elm Ave to Camino Alto

7)

Is construction occurring at night?

Construction of the Phase 1 Project will impact traffic and cause traffic delay and noise. Some of the
roadway work is expected to occur at night to limit impacts to daytime traffic and expedite the completion
of the project. The project design team will specify several traffic control safety measures to complete the
project utilizing temporary lane closures. Nighttime work is expected to cause a noise impact on the
adjacent residents, though contractor will be required to use low noise equipment during nighttime
roadway work. Hours of work and alternative detour routes, if needed, will be identified before the start
of construction.

8)

Are existing utility poles being undergrounded?

Staff met several times with PG&E and learned that it is very difficult to estimate the cost and feasibility of
undergrounding in this area, as PG&E would likely need to acquire property to install underground
transformers. Undergrounding the street lights in this area would eliminate overhead wires and eliminate
the large wooden utility poles currently located in sidewalks, but would not eliminate poles. The utility
poles would be replaced with street lights that would also serve as pinch points for pedestrians. The
project could include a preliminary undergrounding step of installing spare conduits and pull boxes placed
to accommodate future street lights and their wires prior to placing the new roadway. This may cost in
the vicinity of $350,000 and would be wasted money and effort if PG&E is not able to underground its
infrastructure in the future. Undergrounding overhead utilities are the responsibility of the utility
providers (i.e., PG&E, AT&T, and Comcast). There are no current plans by the utilities to underground
utility lines.

9)

When will Ashford Avenue be paved?

Ashford Avenue is currently included in the City’s Annual Street Maintenance Program and scheduled for
paving in 2021/2022. Paving Ashford Avenue from East Blithedale Avenue to Lomita Drive will be repaved
at the same time as the Phase 1 Project construction in summer 2021.

10) Why isn’t there a continuous right turn lane between Chevron and
Whole Foods?
DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755
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Widening the roadway to add a continuous right turn lane would require a substantial retaining wall in the
hillside south of the road or covering the creek channel on the north side of the road. Due to the
significant costs and time delay, this work is not feasible and it is not included in the project scope of work.

11)
Why does the City allow parking on the sidewalks along East
Blithedale Avenue?
Mill Valley Municipal Codes prohibit parking on public sidewalks. Staff will review with the design team
the reason for some residents to park on the sidewalks and to see if any roadway design improvements
could mitigate this problem.

12) Is my sidewalk being replaced with the project?
Sidewalks will be replaced only to accommodate upgrading the curb ramps to meet ADA standards. State
law requires homeowners to be responsible for maintaining sidewalks adjacent to their property. This
includes clearance of vegetation overgrowing the sidewalks and repairs to damaged and uplifted sidewalks
from trees. Existing sidewalks are not being replaced with the project except were directly adjacent to the
curb and gutter this is being replaced.

DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO? City and Construction Management staff will provide regular
updates regarding the project. Be sure to email us with your contact information so we can keep you
up to date.
LEARN MORE: Project Website: http://bit.ly/E-Blithedale
CONTACT: Ahmed A. Aly, Project Manager | aaaly@cityofmillvalley.org | (415) 384-4755

